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Educational, Criminal, and Social Statistics of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Drawn up by William Cakgill, Esq., and a Committee of theEduca- 
cational Society of Newcastle. 
[Reud before the Statistical Section of the British Association. 1\st August, 1838.] 

In proceeding to lay before the Section the result of the enquiries insti- 
tuted into the Education and General Condition of the Inhabitants of 
Newcastle, by the Committee of the Educational Society, it may be pro- 
per to explain that the extreme difficulty experienced by the members 
and agents engaged in the work has been the cause of our dispensing 
with information on many valuable points, in order to secure accuracy 
in the whole of those which we should submit to you. 

The object of the Committee is more to produce correct than copious 
data on a subject on which each individual is left to form his own con- 
clusions solely from the facts stated; it has therefore been judged de- 
sirable to omit entirely those points on which the information obtained 
was too sparing to admit of being classified in anything like a degree 
approaching to certainty ; preferring, in a word, accuracy to complete- 
ness, in circumstances where both could not be combined. We may 
inform you that the enquiries were commenced in the month of January 
last, and have been prosecuted, with little intermission, up to the 18th 
of the present month, when they were terminated. The information 
was taken, in three parishes, by the agent of the Society, in conjunc- 
tion with two others, selected for the purpose, under the superintendence 
of two members of the Committee for each ; and one parish (St. Ni- 
cholas) was especially undertaken by our member, Mr. Joseph Watson, 
who, with two overseers, visited every school, and many of the private 
houses and rooms inhabited by the poorer classes. As a means of testing 
the accuracy of the whole, after it should be condensed into the abstract 
which we are going to lay before you, as well as to observe the general 
condition of the inhabitants, our agent, accompanied by a friend, visited 
every house, garret, and cellar inhabited by separate families in the 
whole parish of All Saints, as also a portion of the township of Byker, 
containing 4000 inhabitants. Exact information of the number of 
children able to read and write was in this manner obtained by him, 
which we shall also detail to you. 

Much care has been used by the Committee in obtaining the pre- 
sent population of Newcastle ; for many circumstances have contributed, 
within the last four years, to cause a greater increase of inhabitants than 
the ordinary rate would produce. 

The total Population, accordingto the census taken in 1831, including 
the townships of Byker, Elswick, and Westgate, being within the 
municipal boundary, was found to be 51,719 

Allowing the common rate of increase of 2 per cent, per annum, and 
after examining with minuteness the causes occasioning an unusual 
influx of persons into the town, we estimate the increase to be 
12,281, making the whole population, exclusive of Gateshead, . . 64,000 

The ratio shown by the analysis of the Newcastle Population Return 
of 1831 gives the number of children between the ages of 5 and 15, 

say 2a per cent 16,000 

2 a 2 
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The result of our investigation sliewsthe number of Children between 
those ages, receiving instruction of some kind, in day schools, Sunday 
schools, and evening schools together, to be 8,239* 

By which it appears the number of Children between the ages of 5 
and 15 receiving no instruction whatever is 7, /CI 

Or nearly the same deficiency as appeared in Liverpool, according to the 
paper read there to the Association last year. 

The total number of day schools is found to be 12^ 

,, ,, Teachers of day schools 178 

, , , , Sunday schools 38 

,, ,, Children attending Sunday schools . . . 5053 
,, ,, Sunday schools belongingto the Established 

Church 10 

,, ,, Sunday schools belonging to Dissenters . . 28 
, , , , Children attending Sunday schools belong- 
ing to the Established Church. . . . 1315 
,, ,, Children attending Sunday schools belong- 
ing to Dissenters 3743 

, , , , Schools supported by Endowment ... 6 
, , , , , , , , Endowment and Sub- 
scription together 2 

,, ,, Schools supported by Subscription only . 39 
, , , , , , , Subscription and Pay- 
ments of Scholars together 12 

, , , , Schools supported by payments of Scholars 

only 107 

Number of schools in which Reading only is taught .... 29 

, , , , Reading and Writing only are taught 1 1 
,, ,, Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic are 

taught 28 

, , , , Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, and 

other things are taught ... 98 

* It is necessary to remark that it has not been found possible to ascertain with 
accuracy the number of children attending Sunday schools only and the number 
attending day schools only. In the total number of 8J39 receiving instruction 
a considerable proportion are known to attend Sunday schools alone ; but, as the 
separate proportions have not been ascertained, no opinion is given as to their 
relative amount. 

Some remarks were made in the Section upon this statement of the number of 
children at school, as exhibiting too unfavourable a view of the amount of edu- 
cation afforded to the youth of Newcastle. The two following facts tend to refute 
this opinion, and to afford reason for supposing that the number of children not 
receiving education is actually greater than represented in this report. First, 
the children attending Sunday as well as day schools are counted twice over, as 
has just been stated ; and it cannot be doubted that out of so large a number as 
5058 Sunday scholars, constituting five-eighths of the whole number of children 
at school, a considerable portion attend day schools likewise. In the parishes of 
Westminster, examined and reported upon by the Statistical Society of London, 
that portion amounts to 66 per cent, of the whole number of Sunday scholars, 
and in York to 75 per cent. ; therefore it will probably be found necessary, on 
this ground, to make a considerable deduction from the total number of scholars 
abovestated. There exists, secondly, another large class which ought not to be in- 
cluded in the calculation of scholars between 5 and 15 years of age, namely, those 
under 5 years, who were stated to amount to above 1100, but who are enumerated 
with the other children, and thereby diminish, in a corresponding degree, the 
number of children between those ages who are estimated to be receiving no edu- 
cation. These two circumstances combined afford strong reason for supposing 
that the report gives a favourable, rather than a prejudicial, view of the present 
amount of education in Newcastle.-^ED. 



] 838.] Statistics of Newcastle-vpon-Tyne. 357 

All Saints parish, visited by our agent, Mr. Frater, produced the 
following results : — 

The Population in 1831 was 17,063, and may be now estimated at 20,000. 
The number of child len between the age of 3 and 

15 found to be contained in the parish . . . 4352 or 2]jj per cent. 

Of which were found able to read 3007 „ 09 , 

,, ,, ,, read and write . . l'.)35 „ 44J ,, 

,, ,, unable to read .... 13-15,, 31 ,, 

,, ,, ,, to write .... 2417 „ 55£ ,, 

Equal diligence was used to endeavour to ascertain the number of 
adults able to read arid write, but without success. In making such en - 
quiry our agent was universally regarded as interfering with what they 
thought he had no concern, and they gave answers which he knew, in 
the majority of cases, to be false. Out of 1800 adults questioned, in 
one district, only 198 confessed that they were unable to read or write. 
In another district only 214, out of 1892, acknowledged similar igno- 
rance, and in a third, 45 out of 703. 

The number of births registered from the 1st July, 1837, to the 1st 
March, 1838, in the same district, within which all of these enquiries 
were made, are found to be 243 ; the information was given by 168 
persons who made marks, and by 75 who wrote their names, which, in 
many cases, were not legible. 

Of 400 births and 380 deaths registered in St. Andrew's parish, from 
from the 1st July, 1837, to the 1st July, 1838, the information was 
given by 496 individuals who signed their names, and by 284 who 
made their mark. It is necessary to observe that St. Andrew's is the 
parish containing the greatest number of inhabitants of the wealthier, 
and the smallest proportion of persons of the poorer class, and that 
many of the latter never register at all. It is also common for persons 
unable to write, and who may have occasion to register, to get a neighbour 
who can write, to give the information for him, and sign the registrar's 
book. In the parishes of St. John and St. Nicholas the number of in- 
formants of births from the 3d January to the 30th June, 1838, was 
226, of whom 165 signed their names, and 61 made marks. It there- 
fore appears that, by the returns from each of the four districts of the 
town, the total number who signed is 736 ; the total number who made 
their mark, 513; making the proportion able to write 59 per cent , and 
the proportion unable to write 41. 

It is worthy of remark that, in the practice of binding men, as is 
customary every year in collieries, very few sign their names ; but it 
would not be fair to infer from that circumstance that they are unable 
to write. They usually make their marks in order to save time, and 
because, from their hands being stiff with work, writing is rendered a 
slow process. 

It appears from the enquiries of our agent that the number of chil- 
dren who can read and write, in the parish of All Saints is 44 J per cent., 
and the number of children found to be receiving education in the whole 
of the town is 51J, while, according to the returns of the registrar, the 
parties entering their signature in the registers can write in the propor- 
tion of 59 per cent. This superiority on the part of the adults may 
probably arise from the circumstance of the greatest portion of children 
leaving school before they attain the age of 12 years, in consequence of 
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the abundance of employment for children of that age, and the same 
fact may partly account for the number of children between 5 and 15 
who are not attending any school being so great.* 

State of the Schools. 

Notwithstanding the humiliating result which our investigation has 
made apparent, leaving nearly one-half of the children of the whole 
town, between the ages of 5 and 15, receiving no instruction either real 
or nominal, it is our painful duty to caution you against believing that 
the whole of the proportion ascertained to be receiving some kind of 
instruction in schools are really receiving what can be denominated 
" education." Many of the rooms which are called schools, and are 
included as such in the foregoing tables, are merely receptacles for 
children that cannot be conveniently taken care of at home, and where 
instruction is scarcely even expected or wished for by the parents. In 
numbers of instances children attend these schools for a fortnight, or a 
week, and often only for a few days, and cease attendance altogether, 
without even learning their letters ; and a succession of such attenders 
as these make the number of children who are stated in the table as 
receiving instruction appear greater than it would be were the enquiry 
confined to the number which actually received instruction. In one 
case the honest teacher of a pretty large school (or more properly 
receptacle for children) told our agent that if she managed to get the 
children to remain for one week, which was not often done, they took good 
care that they never appeared again ; and he could very easily believe 
this to be true, for the bed-room used as the school was so filthy, dark, 
ill-ventilated, and generally miserable, that it was with difficulty he 
could remain to procure the needful information. 

It is scarcely possible to convey an idea of the general state of the 
schools in figures, or in any other way than from the impression of the 
agents and the members of the committee who visited them ; but we 
may confine ourselves to saying that they found many of the dame 
schools more clean and orderly than they expected, considering the dirt 
and disorder that surrounded them ; many, however, are close, filthy, 
ill-regulated, and the teachers utterly unqualified for either teaching or 
keeping the children in order ; and a still greater proportion of boys' 
schools were found in this state — the teachers being often about as 
ignorant as the scholars, and so badly paid as to be unable to procure 

* In one extensive and well-conducted colliery, in which about 400 hands are em- 
ployed, there are from 40 to 50 boys between 12 and 15 years of age, and 15 or 
16 from 8 to 12, who go down the pit at 4 o'clock in the morning, and remain 
there for 12 hours. The proportion of boys in some collieries is stated to be 
much greater. About half an hour is lost in going to and from work. On re- 
turning home the boys have their meal, play about for an hour or two, and then 
go to bed, rising again in time to re-commence work at the same hour. The 
viewer, or manager of this colliery stated that he avoided as much as possible em- 
ploying children under 10 years of age, but in some collieries they go down as 
early as 6 or 7 years old. Their work, it is true, is light, consisting of opening 
and shutting the traps, or doors in the galleries, driving horses, while the stronger 
lads are employed in rolling the loaded corves from the workings to the crane ; 
but it is obvious that, after a stay of 12 hours in the pit, there can be little oppor- 
tunity, and it can scarcely be desired, to. cgnflne them them within doors, even for 
the purpose of instruction — Ed. 
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books, even when they knew how to use them — many of them being 
unable to earn more than 6s., 8s., and 10s. per week ; and in one instance 
the teacher (whose qualifications were superior to many) never averaged 
more than Is. 6d. per week, and was, of course, obliged, to be assisted 
by charity. Some of the teachers, whose qualifications were found to 
be. respectable, stated, that the desire for education on the part both of 
parents and children was so small, that many of them would not attend 
any school if they were offered instruction and books for nothing. 
Others stated that the remuneration of teachers was such as to offer no 
temptation to pious, intelligent, well-educated young men to enter upon 
the duties of teaching, it being quite insufficient to enable them to earn 
a competent livelihood. It is necessary to understand that this account 
of the condition of the schools is confined to those situate in the 
parts of the town inhabited by the lower classes ; and, although it is 
manifestly undesirable to particularise schools, either well or ill con- 
ducted, yet we deem it right to signalise the benefit which has been 
conferred upon the people of the district alluded to by the Royal 
Jubilee School, the largest in the town, being attended by 500 
scholars. 

The following is a comparison of the proportion of educated to 
uneducated in Newcastle, Manchester, Salford, Bury, York, and 
Liverpool, according to the Reports of the Manchester Statistical 
Society : — 

Number of Children between the Ages of 5 and 1 5 receiving 
no Instruction. 
In Bury (Lancashire) in 1835, 12J- per cent, of the whole. 
,, Salford. ... in 1835, 22 J ,, 

,, Manchester . . in 1834, 25 J ,, 

„ York .... in 1837, 33 ,, 

, , Newcastle ... in 1838, 48J , , 

, , Liverpool ... in 1837, 52J , , 

Statistics of Crime, 1836-1838. 

There have been committed to the Prisons! 

at Newcastle (exclusive of Debtors) since Males. Females. Total, 

the 12th October, 1836, up to and inclu4 75 507* 126 
sive of 24th April, 1838, 1264 persons, 

of which number were J 

Of whom were under the age of 12 ... 11 11 22 

Of the age of 12 and under 14 19 6 25 

14 ., 17 65 26 91 

17 J, 21 185 107 292 

,, 21 ,, 30 272 215 487 

, , 30 and upwards 205 142 347 

757 507 1264 

Of whom can neither read or write ... 243 204 447 

,, can read only 108 125 233 

,, read or write, or both imperfectly . 377 177 554 

,, read and write well 29 1 30 

757 507 1264 



* With respect to the large proportion which the females in this table bear to the males, see the 
Editor's Note on the Criminal Returns of Newcastle, at page 325. 
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Result of the Observation of our Agents of the General Condition, Rate of 
Wages, $c. of the Lower Classes, in the Parish of All Saints. 

We have already stated that our agents visited every place of abode in 
the parish of All Saints, the population of which we estimate at 20,000, 
as also the greatest part of the township of Byker, containing a popula- 
tion of about 6000. His object was chiefly to enquire into the number 
of children in the parish able to read and write, and to ascertain the 
causes that prevented those who should prove unable to do so from 
having been sent to school and instructed. We have already given the 
detailed result of the enquiries into the number of children ascertained 
to be able to read and write according to the replies of the parents and 
friends ; but, with regard to the causes alleged for the number found to 
be untaught, we find it unnecessary to reduce them to figures, in conse- 
quence, of the replies to such queries being almost invariably the same. 
In some few instances, the reasons assigned for not sending children to 
school were, that the elder ones were kept at home to take care of the 
younger; but the great majority of persons pleaded the hardship of pay- 
ing Id., 2d., or 3d. per week, for what they did not deem of any material 
consequence — indeed, poverty in some shape or other, was almost invari- 
ably the cause assigned : but our agent has deemed it his duty to explain 
to the Committee that he could seldom place any faith in the replies, as 
the appearance of the dwellings, as well as his knowledge in particular 
cases, warranted him very frequently in concluding that the means were 
ample in instances where such reasons were alleged. 

Although the general condition of the dwelling-places and the inha- 
bitants cannot be said to form any part of educational statistics, yet it 
may not be uninteresting to allude to the observations of our agent on 
the state of the humbler population, revealed to him by the laborious 
process of visiting the places of abode in so large a district. In many 
parts of the parish he found the dwellings close, dirty, and miserable, 
without the semblance of order or comfort, whole families often inha- 
biting a single room, and living in an atmosphere of a nature to him 
totally unendurable. The rooms were generally good, and the houses 
well built, and capable of being made quite comfortable by the smallest 
attention to order, cleanliness, and ventilation; but the ihabitants did 
not appear to consider any such improvement in their dwellings of 
importance. It was common to find ashes and rubbish of other descrip- 
tion deposited in a comer on the stairs, and removed once a week when 
there was a sufficient accumulation to block up the passage. In that 
part of the district called Sandgate he found the condition of the 
persons inhabiting the houses in the lanes the most appalling. In his 
Report to the Committee he says, " the mind cannot picture a state of 
greater destitution and misery than what appear in many of these 
houses; and in Pandon their condition seems not much better." Yet 
it is worthy of remark, that he did not find one single instance of a 
cellar being used as a place of abode. He frequently visited these 
houses during meal-times, and generally found the articles of food to 
be good and abundant : but in this, as in every other respect, neither 
order nor system was observed ; one child would be found in possession 
of a whole loaf, another of some fish, and a third of something else, and 
all eating unsparingly, as well as often wasting a good deal. Our 
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agent was struck with the fact that in this particular district, amidst 
the greatest general wretchedness, there was less rudeness and suspicion, 
more intelligence and respect for exertions to do good, and he alto- 
gether met with more facility and good-will in the prosecution of his 
enquiries, than in any other district he visited. 

The inhabitants of Sandgate consist in part of rope-makers, black- 
smiths, glass-makers, &c , but chiefly of' keelmen, boatmen, and 
what are termed "jobbing" labourers. The rate of wages earned by 
rope-makers averages one guinea per week, and steady men that work 
over-hours earn 25s. and 26s. per week. Common labourers in rope- 
manufactories receive on an average 18s. per week. The average rata 
of wages to blacksmiths may be estimated at a guinea per week, but at 
the present time they earn from 23s. to 24s. per week. Skilful glass- 
makers earn from 40s. to 60s. per week, and common labourers em- 
ployed in the glass-works are paid at the rate of 12s. to 18s. per week. 
The wages earned by keelmen are higher than almost any other class 
of men in Newcastle. Those that are steady and in full work earn 
fully 40s. per week each, and even the more improvident can earn with 
ease 30s. At the present time keelmen may be constantly employed if 
they choose, and for some time the chief difficulty has been on the part 
of the employers, who generally have more work to offer than there are 
keelmen able or willing to undertake it. This only applies to those 
keelmen residing in the town (the quarters I have been alluding to), 
pnd not to those engaged in cairying coals, who live chiefly about the 
collieries, and earn considerably less, but whose employment is more 
legular. The "jobbing" labourers, when employed by the day, never 
receive less than 3s. 6d. per day, but more generally work by the piece, 
when they earn 5s., 6s., and Ss. per day, by continuing their labour 
(which they can only do in summer) during 15 or 16 hours in the 
day. 

In concluding this statement, we beg to apologise to the Section for 
having made so much of the information general, as also for having 
introduced subjects not strictly connected with the statistics of educa- 
tion, to which our investigations were first intended to be limited ; but, 
during the progress of our enquiries, we found the opportunities of 
collecting additional valuable information so easy, in fact we may say 
they unavoidably presented themselves to us, that we did not fail to 
turn them to the best possible account ; and although our investigation 
into the general condition of the districts described was not so minute 
as to enable us to reduce the points to figures, the subject being of itself 
of a nature to render it difficult to form an accurate tabulated state- 
ment ; yet we shall not consider the information to be useless if it 
contribute to convey an accurate impression of the subjects it is intended 
to describe. 

We may mention that the borough of Gateshead, containing about 
19,000 inhabitants, although virtually forming a part of Newcastle, has 
not been included in these investigations, because our time for collecting 
the facts was too limited to execute more than we have done with the 
precision to which it was our chief aim to attain. 



